
The Safe Way to Wash Your Car 

Here are a few tips for a squeaky-clean wash job while avoiding inducing scratches, swirl 

marks and marring into your paint. 

➢ Use a CLEAN, automotive specific wash mitt, either microfiber, chenille or lambswool-

type. Wash thoroughly after use and keep in a plastic bag after dried to keep clean and 

dust free.  If you must use a brush, use a boar’s hair or other high-quality fiber. The 

softer, the better!  

 

➢ Use quality automotive wash soap. Do NOT use laundry, dish or anything other than car 

wash soap. They will strip any and all wax or sealants off your paint.  Any wash from 

Griot’s Garage, Meguiar’s, Turtle Wax, Zymol, or other name brand is safe for your 

paint. I personally use Meguiar’s Wash & Wax (available at Costco) on my vehicles as 

well as customers cars. It’s inexpensive and does a wonderful job.  The wash & wax adds 

a bit of shine at the same time!  

 

➢ You will need TWO buckets or one 3- or 5-gallon size with a Grit Guard (available online 

or at WESCO Autobody Supply on Cherry and 7th downtown Oly.). One with soapy 

water, one with clean water. The clean water bucket is to rinse out the brush or mitt 

before dunking back into the soapy bucket. This will help in removing anything off that 

may scratch your paint.  

 

➢ Rinse your vehicle off being sure to get the lower parts of fenders and door well. This is 

where most road grime and grit will accumulate.  

 

➢ Start washing the still wet car from the top down. On warm days wash one section at a 

time, not letting the soap dry, as this will leave streaks. Be sure to flush out wheel wells 

and under fenders well. 

 

➢ Use a separate soft brush or microfiber towel to wash wheels and tires very last. 

 

➢ Dry with a quality microfiber-drying towel (provided to you). Try not to use a rubber 

squeegee or “water blade” these can easily mar or even scratch paint. They do well on 

glass though!  Terry cloth or common bath towels may also mar paint surfaces.  

 

➢ Finish with a good coat of wax or spray wax of your choice if you wish or give me a call!! 

If you are a DIYer, I recommend Griot’s Spray-on Wax, Meguiar’s Ultimate Quik Wax or 

Turtle Wax T-9. 

 

I do offer a Basic Wash as a maintenance visit for $50. Includes wash, vacuum, 

dash and front door panel dress / UV protect, glass, tires and wheels. 



 


